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of Europe. The bulk of the British public, imbued for years
with pacifist sentiment, was anything but warlike, and the opinion
was expressed that Hitler had done nothing so very reprehensible
in reoccupying what after all was German territory. In face of the
British attitude strong action against Hitler was impossible, and
it was soon clear enough that his coup de force was a resounding
success.
LEAGUE COUNCIL, LONDON
On March 9, the Polish Government gave positive assurances to
France that in case of an attack by Germany the Polish Army
would support France. The Gazeta Polska carried an article on
its front page to the same effect, and all Poland was of the same
mind. But the negative policy of England in this highly critical
time brought doubts, and when Beck left Warsaw for London
on March 12 to attend a meeting of the Council of the League
which it had been decided to hold there, he was charged by his
Government to adopt a conciliatory tone, and to avoid supporting
drastic measures against Germany. On March 14, the Locarno
non-German Powers unanimously decided that the reoccupation
by Germany of the demilitarized zone was a violation of the treaty.
The Council of the League met on March 14, and invited Germany
to attend the Council during the following week. Beck arrived in
London on the same day, was greeted by the members of the Polish
Embassy, and in the evening had a conference with Munch,
the Danish Minister. Next day he conversed with van Zeeland,
the Belgian Premier, and later in the morning had a long talk
with Flandin; in the afternoon he went to the Foreign Office
where he had a conversation with Eden, and in the evening was,
with other members of the Council, Mr. Baldwin's guest at
dinner. On March 17 Beck had another talk with van Zeeland
before the sitting of the Council, and next day at the public meeting
of the Council he delivered a speech clarifying the attitude of
Poland to the Locarno pacts, her obligations and the general
situation.
The Polish Foreign Minister recalled that the Locarno pacts
had evoked ao special sympathy in Poland, for, by giving special'